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called upon the sun and the moon to protect him, and
returned to paradise. Meanwhile John went back to
the parental roof, and forthwith began his mission by-
baptising his father and mother, after which he gave
proofs of his divine authority by performing various
miracles^ as healing the sick, giving sight to the blind,
and restoring strength and soundness to the halt and
maimed, so that many of the Jews believed in him and
became Sabians. Then John appointed bishops and
priests over his people, and baptised Christ, and,
having ordered all things, gave himself up to unceas-
ing prayer night and day. His first prayer was to be
preserved from the blandishments of women, for he
was fair to look upon, and feared to become a prey
to their love. And as their prophet would not marry,
the whole people in like manner renounced marriage,
so that the number of souls that went to paradise
became much diminished. Then the dwellers in
heaven sent a message to John, and said, "The end
of all your austerity will be the destruction of the
Sabian race. You will prevent our paradise from
being peopled. Be less severe on yourself in praying,
and take a wife to whom to devote a portion of your
time." So John married, and the Sabians took wives
again. And it came to pass, after four-and-forty
years, that Manda d'hayya came and took John over
the sea, and through the Mattarathas, to the abode of
blessedness, and his people knew him no more.

After the passing of John, the Sabians were greatly
persecuted by the Jews, who were fearful lest all their
people should turn Sabians. A daughter of Eleazar,